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Dogs and cats do
not always have the best
discretion when it comes to
putting things in their
mouth! This can be a big
problem when those things
are toxic. The first step to
avoiding a pet poisoning
emergency is to know what
things around the house can
be toxic to our pets.

some dogs will develop a
toxicity from exposure
while others will not. The
dose also does not seem to
cause the toxicity –
meaning even a few
grapes could be toxic to a
Some common toxic
substances are as follows: large dog. Unfortunately,
there is no way to tell how
Chocolate/Coffee/Caffeine one dog will react before
– Chocolate is one of the
the damage already
most well-known toxicities. occurs. For that reason,
The effects depend on the we recommended swift
quantity and type of
treatment for an exposure,
chocolate that is ingested as no matter how small it
well as the weight of the
may seem.
pet. Symptoms include
vomiting, diarrhea, tremors, Onions/Garlic – Large
quantities or long-term
seizures and in extreme
exposure to smaller
cases death.
quantities of these
seasonings can cause
changes to red blood cells,
anemia, vomiting or
diarrhea. Common
exposure happens from
food that has been
seasoned or dropped
pieces.
Grapes/Raisins – These
Xylitol – This artificial
common snacks can be
toxic to some dogs and can sugar can be found in
cause kidney failure. This many “zero sugar”
products like chewing
type of toxin is called
gum, “diet” candies and
idiopathic which means

even some vitamins. Symptoms
of this toxicity can include a
sudden drop in blood sugar,
tremors, incoordination,
lethargy, liver damage and even
death.
Plants (like Lilies, Sago Palm,
Poinsettia, Mistletoe, etc.) –
Beautiful greeneries like these
can also cause serious negative
effects. Some plants cause mild
stomach upset (vomiting and
diarrhea) while others can
cause organ failure, seizures
and possibly death. Lilies are a
common risk to cats – even a
single lick of the pollen can
cause fatal kidney failure. Be
sure to check any plant or
flower in your house or yard is
safe if nibbled.

Human Medications/ Drugs –
While some human
medications can also be used in
pets, others can be harmful or
even fatal. Common toxic
medications include ibuprofen,
Tylenol, aspirin, or illicit drugs.
Even an accidental doubling of
a pet’s normally prescribed
medication can result in a
serious toxicity.
With most toxin
ingestions the first step is
decontamination, which often
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involves getting a pet to vomit
the toxin back up. Some toxins
(like bleach) are actually more
harmful when regurgitated.
Treatments for those types of
toxins are more focused on
dilution and protection of the
sensitive tissues in the throat
and stomach. Either way, time
is of the essence and pets
exposed to a potential toxin
need to be seen as soon as
possible.

Accidents happen! If
you suspect your pet may have
been exposed to a toxin the
most important step is to get
them seen right away! If you
have any questions about
potential toxins additional
information is available
through the ASPCA Animal
Poison Control Center at (888)
426-4435 or the Pet Poison
Hotline at (800) 213-6680. We
are always happy to help with
any questions or concerns you
may have, so please feel free to
reach out. We are here to help!
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Phone: 727-733-9351
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727-733-8165
E-mail:
AnimalHospitalofDunedin@gmail.com

“Caring for pets with
love and kindness”

We’re on the Web!

www.ahofd.com
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